Amendments to the Claims; 

Please amend claims 1, 9, 15, and 17. 
Cancel claims 2, 10, 20 and 22. 

The following listing of claims includes the foregoing amendments and replaces all prior 
versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) An polymerizable composition comprising: 

(a) an aqueous microemulsion comprising one or more hydrophobic monomers, 
one or more hydrophilic and/or amphiphilic monomers, one or more initiators; and 

(b) at least one thickening agent comprising a polymer or copolymer of acrylic 

„i Y n^r of molecular weipht between about 200,000 and 



nr H thP thirVprnng agent comprising a 
ahout 800.000 - 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (original) The polymerizable composition of claim 1 wherein the thickening agent 
comprises a substantially linear polymer. 

4. (original) The polymerizable composition of claim 1 wherein the polymer comprises 
at least about 20 weight percent acrylic acid monomer. 

5. (original) The polymerizable composition of claim 1 wherein the polymer comprises 
at least about 80 weight percent acrylic acid monomer. 
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6. (original) The polymerizable composition of claim 1 further comprising one or more 
water-soluble or water-dispersible additives. 

7 (original) The polymerizable composition of claim 6 wherein at leas, one of the 
water-soluble or water-dispersib.e additives is se,ec.ed from the group consisting of electrolytes, 
plasticizers, antimicrobial agents, therapeutic agents, and combinations thereof. 

8. (original) A pressure sensitive composition comprising a polymerized product of the 
polymerizable composition according to claim 1 . 

9 (currently amended) A method of forming a polymerized mieroemulsion 
pressure sensitive adhesive in contact with a substrate, comprising the steps of: 

(1) providing an aqueous mieroemulsion comprising one or more hydrophob.c 
monomers, one or more hydrophilie ano7or amphipnihc monomers and one or more initiators; 

(2) combining the aqueous mieroemulsion with a. leas, one thickemng agent 
comprising a polymer or copolymer of acrylic acid hM*^— 

onp ppn ^nrl about 800.00Q; 



) and abou t auu-uwu , 

(3) coating the thickened mieroemulsion onto the substrate; and 
(4, irradiating the mieroemulsion in order to form the pressure sensitive adhestve 

contact with the substrate. 

10. (cancelled). 

, 1 . (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the thickening agent comprises a 
substantially linear polymer. 



in 
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,2. (original) The method of data. 9 wherein «he polymer comprises a. leas, about 20 
weight percent acrylic acid monomer. 

13. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the polymer comprises a. leas, about 80 
weight percent acrylic acid monomer. 

H. (originai) The method of claim 9 wherein the irradiation is ultraviolet radiation in 

the range of 280 nm to 400 nm. 

,5 (currently amended) A method of forming a polymerized microemulsion 
pressure sensitive adhesive in contact with a substrate, comprising the steps of: 

(,) mixing hydrophilic monomer(s) and/or amphiphilic monomer(s) in a we,gh, percent 
ratio of from about 100/0 to about 0/100 to form a first mixture; 

(2) mixing hydrophobic monomer(s), having a glass transition temperature su,tab,c for 

about SO/20 to about ,0/90 hydrophobic monomers, mixture to form a second 

miXtUre ; 3 ) mixing surfaces, into the second mixture in a weight percent ratio of from about 
5,95 to about 30/70 surfactant/second mixture to form a third m.xture; 

(4) mixing initials, into the third mixture in a weigh, percent ratio of from 
n n, /99 99 to abou, 2/98 initiator/third mixture to form a fourth rmxture, 

(» mlpendently, mixing water and water-soluble or wa,e,dispersible addi„ves ,oge,her 
. ff m ahoilt i on/0 to about 80/20 to form an aqueous mixture; 

of from 5/95 to about 50/50 a q ueous mixture/fourth mixture ,0 form a microemulsron; 

(7) mixing the microemulsion with a thickening agen, comprising a polymer or 
copolymerf^licacidrnonomer.ogemerinawe.ghtratiooffromaboutO.^.oabou, 
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5/95 to form a thickened microemulsion, wherein the thickenin g agent co m prises a polvm eror 
gQ£QlymgL ^^ nhont ->00 000 and ahout 800,000; 

(8) coating the thickened microemulsion onto the substrate; and 

(9) irradiating the microemulsion in order to form the pressure sensitive adhesive in 
contact with the substrate. 

16 (original) The method of claim 15 wherein the water-soluble or water dispersible 
additives are selected from the group consisting of electrolytes, plasticizers, antimicrobial agents, 
therapeutic agents, and combinations thereof. 

17 (currently amended) A polymerizable composition comprising: 

(a) an aqueous microemulsion comprising one or more hydrophobic monomers, 
one or more hydrophilic and/or amphiphilic monomers, one or more initiators; and 

(b) a thickening agent comprising a solution of a polymer or copolymer of acrylic 

aeidv^einjhe^^ 

between abo"t 700.000 an d ahout 800.000- 

18 (previously presented) The polymerizable composition of claim 17 wherein the 
polymer or copolymer comprises at least about 20 weight percent acrylic acid monomer. 

19 (previously presented) The polymerizable composition of claim 17 wherein the 
polymer or copolymer comprises at least about 80 weight percent acrylic acid monomer. 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (previously presented) The polymerizable composition of claim 17 wherein the 
thickening agent comprises polyacrylic acid. 



22. (cancelled). 
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23. (previously presented) The polymerizable composition of claim 17 further 
comprising one or more water-soluble or water-dispersible additives. 

24 (previously presented) The polymerizable composition of claim 23 wherein at least 
one of the water-soluble or water-dispersible additives is selected from the group consisting of 
electrolytes, plasticizers, antimicrobial agents, therapeutic agents, and combinations thereof. 

25. (previously presented) A pressure sensitive composition comprising a polymerized 
product of the polymerizable composition of claim 17. 
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